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VIEWS OF LOUISIANA. 
(Concluded from page 83.) 

In our last number we gave several extracts 
from this work, calculated to convey some gene- 
ral ideas of the appearance of the country and its 
carieties of soil, together with some of its curious 
peculiarities. In the notices that yet remain to be 
taken of it, “ we shall be brief, as our manner is,” 
as that endless old haranguer, Ezekie! Daw, used 
tosay. We never had occasion before to regret 
the narrowness of our limits, and the prevalence 

of the public taste in favor of the reports of con- 
gressional proceedings ; ; and probably we shall 
never have occasion to regret them again. 

The fifth chapter of the work describes the al- 
Invial tracts on the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkan- 
aas, &c. and the sixth gives a very regular, and ap- 
parently excellent, account of the rivers. What 
shows how thoroughly he had investigated his 
subject, and digested the acquired information, is 
the table into which he has condensed all the lead- 
ing points of description and connexion, In this 
part we were particularly struck with the spirit 
and sublimity with which he has painted those 
stupendous natural beauties, the cataracts of Mis- 
souri; and the heart-filling grandeur of the sur- 
rounding scene, which gives relief to the awful- 
ness of their magnificence. In Lewis’s Journal 
we remember that there was a confused idea of 
their appearances left on the mind, which arose 
from the description having been given in the or- 
der in which the narrator approached them. 

The seventh chapter is occupied with the ac- 
count of the animals peculiar to the country, to- 
gether with its vegetable and mineral productions. 
The animals are the Grizzly Bear, the Grosse 
Corne, the Antelope, (not having a proper name) 
the Prair: dog, and the Gopher. The oddity 
of these is a circumstance sufficient to in- 
terest the reader. ‘The next chapter contains a 
systematic account of the Indian tribes that at pre- 
sent occupy those regions. This subject is also 
digested into a table, which is included in the 
same chapter, and altogether displays in the full- 
est manner his habits of acute and careful dis- 
ctimination, as well as the industry and extent of 
fis examinations. 

The ninth chapter contains only two or three 
pages filled with remarks on the country of Co- 
lumbia and the adjacent parts on the American 
western coast. In the tenth (lust chapter of this 

book) some new traits are rapidly, but strongly 





developed, which before wete not observable, or 
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only caught at glimpses; and were it our object 
to give specimens of the author’s best manner, we 
would choose some from this. To afford informa- 
tion to our readers is our object, and even for that 
purpose we cannot now select, lest this article 
should thereby be extended to an inadmissable | 
length. The subject is American aftiquities, ' 
particularly the mounds, batrows, walled towns, 
fortifications, and other appearances ofa state of 
long extinguished civilization. Here is a wide 
field for curiosity and ingenuity to expatiate; but 
the darkest, wildest wilderness that poor lost tra- 
veller ever trod, nothwithstanding the hundred 
dubious lights that cheerless, endless, hopeless, 
conjecture has hung athwart the way. We bad 
often remarked in the descriptions which preceded 
this, the influence ofa painter’s eye and graphick 
studies, in the facility and precision with which 
the general character of the scenes was given—-in 
the knowledge of picturesque effect, or an appre- 
ciation of the results of simplicity in variety, and 
contrast in combination, independent of the im- 
posing power of natural beauties: here we find 
something of a higher or more poetic character— 
not only a taste true to nvture, but feélings 
strongly excitable by the a of his own 
free and warm imagination. 

The second book recommences the topographi- 
cal descriptions of such parts of Missouri Tertito- 
ry as were necessary to make up the detail omit- 
ted in the preceding general sketch, This is fol- 
lowed by accounts of the “ political divisions, in- 
habitants, population, towns and villages, chatac- 
ter of the ancient inhabitants, change of govern- 
ment.” Tothis he adds some remarks on the 
American climate generally, compared with that 
of the Missouri; and the difference of their pro- 
ductions. The lead mines of St. Genevive afford the 
subject of a very valuable chapter; and this book, 
like the fifst, concludes with the pictures of what- 
ever amongst the antiquities or novelties of the 
scenes had been before glanced over. Here are views 
of the American bottom, as it is termed, and its 
mounds before noticed—Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Prai- 
rie du Roche, the site of St. Phillip, and the vene- 
rable, picturesque ruins of Fort-de Chartres ; and 
the still more odd, interesting, and repulsive pe- 
culiarities of the monks of La Trappe; whose 
monastery is situated a few miles below St. Roche. 
Amongst those ever silent and sad, conteniptible, 
yet pitiable victims of a superstitious enmity to na-. 
ture, the scene is relieved by the “ drollery of 
the mulatto lad with one leg,” who endeavored, 
by his gesticulations, to elicit a smile. “ It was,” 
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says the author, “a faint watery gleam of sun- 
shine which broke through the surrounding 
gloom.” 

“ One poor fellow, ten or twelve years of age, 
attracted my attention and pity. He was seated 
by a stove, making strokes on a slate, and appear- 
ed to have just risen from the bed of sick::ess, or 
rather from the tomb. Emaciated to the last ex- 
treme, his facé was pale, cold and bloodless, his 
lips purpled, his sunken eye marked by a livid 
streak, and his countenance everspread with a 
listless stillness. Had it not been for the feeble 
motion of his hand as he drew it over the slate, 
and the occasional raising of his heavy and languid 
eyelid, I could have believed that the tenant of 
this sad and melancholy ruin had gone to seek 2 
happier abode. Alas! poor lone creature, thou 
hast no mother, no sister, to watch over thee with 
the tenderness and solicitude which none but a 
mother or sister can feel!” 

The book concludes with a brief notice of the 
removal to the American wilds of this singular and 
frigitfully austere institution, from Perche in 
France, where it was founded in 1140 Ly Rotrou 
of Perche, and modified into its extreme of se- 
verity in 1664 by the once gay Abbe Rance. 

The third and last book is imperfect, as it con- 
tains only two chapters, and those relative to the 
new important State of Louisiana; with an addi- 
tional essay on the subject of the Mississippi cre- 
vasse which occurred during the summer of 1816. 

The work is dedicated to his excellency the 
Chevalier Jose Correa, de Serra, (minister of the 
king of Brazils) who is recognized, and we believe 
justly, as “the most enlightened foreigner that 
has ever visited the United States.” 

It may be proper to remark that Mr. Bracken- 
ridge visited and examined nearly all the country 
that he describes, and admitted for the rest, state- 
ments only of the most credible persons. The au- 
thenticity of the work is sufficiently established by: 
the fact, that the substance of it was first publish- 
ed in newspapers,’ and circu:sted through the 
country to which it related. In point of style 
there is general purity, but great inequality: 
those passages that are written with care, and with 
the feelings awake, (con amore ds it is termed) are 
smooth, graceful, spirited and original; but the 
parts that contain mere narrative, and common de- 
scription, are far from being sp happily executed. 
The work, take it in all, shows not a sustained 
effort, but rather the off-flowerings of an ardent, 
lively mind, possessing great versatility of powers 
and variety of attainments: and capable, at least, 
of great occasional vigor of exertion. 





HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR, 
By H. M. Brackenridge, Esq. Published by Joseph 
Cushing, Baitimore. 
As we have already made our random remarks, 


in regard to the qualifications which this wiiter 
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displays, it is unnecessary ice any thi 
~ the gustiodien pean. . aaa ~ aes 
: work be. 
fore us is executed. And here, though he claims 
our high approbation, we cannot but regret that 
the whole work is not such as, judging from cer. 
tain parts, we must believe him capable of pro- 
ducing. The arrangement of such materials as he 
had to manage was, no doubt, a labour of extreme 
difficulty, requiring a clear, orderly mind; and 
in that he has succeeded admirably, we could al. 
most venture to say, perfectly ; but in the detail 
there is not that elegance which, with little effort 
of mind, he evidently could have given. The 
other works which we have had on this subject 
followed nearly the original chronological order of 
the incidents, showing as much disregard asa daily 
gazette to the clearness and beauty naturally re. 
su'ting, as in his work, from the collocation of 
events and circumstances in the order which their 
connection and mutuality of explanation required, 
We can hardly, in such things, appreciate too 
highly this attention to the first law of nature: or 
judge too favourably of the mind that surmounts 
every obstacle which a regard for that law inter. 
poses in its course. 

But in the narration of multifarious and simulta- 
neous operations one rarely finds an arrangement 
of materials which involves no inconveniences or 
obscurities. The historian in such situations has 
often little else left to hold by than the horn of 
some dilemma. If the superior ady antages of any 
one course were evident to any common mind the 
first designation of that. course could hardly be a 
difficult task. 

In the present history there is not a general se- 
paration of land and sea affairs, such as some others 
have made ; that is an artless, uninteresting me- 
thod ; Mr. Brackenridge has placed together the 
incidents of each cruize, and sogetimes of two or 
three cruizes of different vessels ; and also, in their 
own regular and naturally successive chapters, the 
operations of a whole campaign ; or sometimes of a 
portion of a campaign, according as was neces- 
sary in order to give scenick unity to his descrip- 
tions. 

The spirit of the work is purely American; notthe 
hot and headstrong spirit of a party devotee, but 
the magnanimous spirit which can award to ene- 
mies and rivals whatever praise they may have 
merited. The political measures connected with 
the war are regularly delincated, and some of the 
questions of public dispute sre discussed, very 
briefly and forcibly. His characters seem to be 
generally well drawn, and the effect produced by 
the succession of narration, } ortraiture, descrip- 
tion, disquisition, and reflecticn, is calculated at 
once to allow relaxation to the mind and increase 

with its progress the intcrest of the story. 
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SHOOTING. 

Having noticed in the newspapers an anecdote 
about the sharp shooting ;of Colonel Forsythe’s 
riflemen, we are tempted to give another about 
sharp shooting, which General Carroll told us had 
happened at New-Orleans, within his own obser- 
yation—not the best of the kind, perhaps, but it 
has never been published, and we consider it cha- 
racteristic of the nation. 

On the never to be forgotten eighth of January, 
a great number of the British soldiers lay down 
among the dead when their army was defeated ; 
& many continued in that situation during the day ; 
some, however, who were near the American lines, 
rose & surrendered themselves, & some at adistance 
rose and ran away. ‘Those who thus attempted to 
escape had to encounter the risk of a few shots 
ftom our side ; so that it became a matter of calcu- 
tion with many to determine whether they had 
what was called fair running distance. One who lay 
above a hin dred yards from our lines judged him- 
self safe for a race, and rose to make the experi- 
ment. A Tennessee volunteer 1.sed his rifle to 
bring the fugitive down again, but another held 
his arm, and exclaimed—“ Oh, damn it, Jack, don’t 
kill the poor fellow—stop, ll just put a ball in 
his leg, and then we can have him brought in safe 
and sound you know.” Accordingly the latter 
shot—the soldier fell—and was afterwards carried 
in with his leg broken. However, he soon had it 
set and cured without further inconvenience. 





PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


SITE FOR A NAVAL DEPOT. 
(Concluded from page 93.) 

Copy of the communication made by Captain David 
Porter, commissioner of the navy, in relation to a 
Site for a naval depot, and the best means to be 
adopied for the defence of the Chesapeake Bay. 

Navy Commissioners’ Office, Dec. 27, 1816. 
Srr,—In compliance with the call made by you 
of the 16th ult. and for the reasons set forth in 
the communication made to you by the board of 
the 24th instant, I have now the honor to send 
for your consideration facts, and my own opinions, 
in relation to the points to which you have direct- 
ed the attention of the commissioners of the navy 

by your communication of the 7th May last. 
I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

D. PORTER. 


Hampton Roads, it is believed, could be fortifi- |} 


ed to advantage by means of batteries placed on 
Old Point Comfort, and on the shoal of Willough- 
by’s Point in fifteen feet water, and the distante 
between batteries so placed need not be more 
than one mile and a quarter. But until a fair ex- 
periment has been made as to the expense of 
erecting them—the effect of the latter on the 
shoals and channels, and whether it could resist 
ithe violence of the waves to which it would ne- 
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cessarily be exposed, I should not deem it advise- 
able to undertake to defend the Chesapeake by 
erecting a line of batteries across the mouth of 
the bay, as by so doing the risk would be incur- 
red of expending uselessly many millions of dol- 
lars, of choaking up the channel on one side, and 
of changing the navigation to the other, by ob- 
structing the waters, and thereby causing them to 
ebb and flow in larger quantities and with greater 
rapidity on the north side of the mouth of the 
bay, clearing away a passage for the largest ships, 
by the removal of the light afid almost floating 
sand on that side of the Middle Ground, where a 
safe and convenient channel already exists for 
vessels drawing sixteen feet water. A failure in 
the completion, or the ultimate destruction of the 
blecks, or islands which must be sunk in the chan- 
nel for the purpose of erecting such batteries, 
would create dangerous shoals,t and if perfect 
success should be obtained in the erection, it’ is 
quite problematical whether they would succeed 
at all times, and under all circumstances, in.pre- 
venting the passage of a hostile fleet, or of se- 
curing ,to themselves the necessary supplieé of 
provisions and water when invaded by a powerful 
force. Therefore, for an uncertain object, I 
should consider it unadviseable to risk the de- 
struction or injury of the present channel into the 
Chesapeake, and the opening of another that 
would require equal means to defend. 

If Hampton Foads can be fortified, the Chesa- 
peake Bay, in my opinion, (which I submit with 
due deference) could be best protected by a 
moveable force, that can seék the protection of 
batteries placed there and at York river. The 
chart (not yet completed) of the survéy made 
under the superintendence of the commissioners, 
and the report of the surveying officer, will place 
you in possession of the distances, depths of wa- 
ter, and other facts that hdve produced this opi- 
nion, as well as of the information required b the 
examination of “Hampton Roads up to Norfolk.” 
It therefore only remains for me to. give my opi- 
nion as to the latter place for a naval.depot. A 
want of sufficient depth of water, at all-times, for 
the easy ingress and of the largest ships, I 
have always considered a strong’ objection to Nor- 
folk as a great naval depot. The objection does 
not, however, exist to the extent I supposed. 
minute examination which has lately been "nae, 
discovers more water over the flats below Vv 
Island than was ever before found; but yet not of 
sufficient depth to float, at all times, ships of the 
largest class, with their provisions, water, and guns 
on board. Added to which, the channel is nar- 
row, difficult to be found, and never to be passed, 
by ships of war, with a head wind. Under these 
circumstances, I can see no cause for changing the 
opinion formerly entertained ; and will now add, 
that if a higher perfection in our naval architec- 
ture, or the increased size of our ships should 
render a greater dranght of water necessary, and 
our ships are not to be put into a state for service 
until their arrival in Hampton Roads ; if they are 
then to receive their guns, their provisions, and 
their stores from the naval dep6t~-if Hampton 
Roads, instead of affording protection to the whole 
Chesapeake, is to answer only the purpose of pro- 
tecting our inoffensive ships, the main object of a 
naval depot at the mouth of the Chesapeake will 

+ Engineers say it page tre po 9 batteries, ee Post 


100 to 150 guns each, todefend the passage between O} 
Comfort and the Middie Ground, 
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be defeated, and the objections to Norfolk pro- 
portionably increased. 

How far the fortifications of Hampton Roads 
may justify ships’ dropping down there in a de- 
fenceless state will depend on experiments yet to 
be made, and on the extent of those experiments. 
It is now doubted whether one of our largest 
ships, under the most favorable circumstances, 
could steer through the narrow and crooked 
drain, which forms the channel over the flats, 
without grounding. The means, however, of de- 
termining this paint are fortunately at hand, and 
it would not be difficult to make the trial. York 
river opposes no obstacles to the passage of the 
largest ships as high up as the Clay Banks, which 
appears to be the most suitable place on that 
stream fot a navy yard. It offers advantages in 
streams of water for labor-saving purposes, and 
may be protected from maritime attack by batte- 
ries placed at York and Gloucester points, and 
near the channel on the Oyster Shoals above, 
(which are bare at low water) as well as on the 
shoalest part of York spit; and the passage of an 
enemy may be retarded by means of booms, and 
other obstructions. The climate is said to be sub- 
ject to the same diseases as those which prevail at 
‘Norfolk ; and it is said to be liable to attack from 
Severn river. It has, however, this advantage 
over Norfolk, (in addition to its depth of water) 
that ships can go to sea with most winds with 
which they leave the place named as most suita- 
ble for a naval depot. Captain Sincluir’s reports 
and survey of York river will afford you further 
information on this subject. The Tangier Islands 
were surveyed by Captain R. T. Spence—to that 
survey, and the report which accompanies it, I 
beg leave to refer you for all the information 1 
possess respecting them. 

Commodore Rodgers and myself, on our pas- 
sage down the Potomac, in conformity with your 
instructions, touched in at St. Mary’s, which is 
situated near its mouth. In point of healthiness 
of situation, security from maritime attack, and (I 
am informed) from ice, excellence of harbor, and 
the easy ingress and egress to an inner harbor, at 
all times, to ships drawing not more than twen- 
ty-four feet and a half of water, the advantages. it 
offers by means of streams of water for labor- 
saving purposes, and its convenience to forests of 
fine timber, St. Mary’s is, in my opinion, superior 
to any other place of which I have a knowledge 
on the Chesapeake for a naval depot. 

How far its distance from the sea, and the ne- 
cessity for concentrating a land force for its pro- 
tection from an enemy (which may attack it froin 
the Patuxent) may weigh against these advantages, 
or whether it may be considered a disadvantage 
to have so concentrated, in a healthy situation, a 
force which may easily be transported for the pro- 
tection of other important points, or, in fine, 
(taking into consideration its central position, and 
the speed with which vessels may get to sea with 
a favorable wind, through both channels of the 
Chesapeake) whether such objections should be 
considered disadvantages, I beg leave to submit 
to the decision of government: they involve mili- 
tary questions of which I am not a competent 
pe ay I shall merely observe, firstly, that what- 
ever objections may be made to the distance of 
St. Mary’s from the ocean, when we measure the 
sinuosities of tie chatnel, we shail find the objec- 
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distance, we shal! find the comparison much in fa. 
vor of St. Mary’s: and, secondly, that whatey 
objection may be made to the assemblage a. 
military force for the protection of St. Mary’s, still 
stronger objections might be made to their asse 
blage from the distant parts of Virginia, for the de. 
fence of Norfolk. And the : 4 

} . A € same remark may ap. 
ply to York. Norfolk has owed its protection 
to troops drawn from Richmond, which was there 
by left exposed to attack. St. Mary’s would be 
guarded by those from Baltimore and Washi 
ton, and placed in the most favorable situation to 
enable them to aid in their defence, as well as 
that of Richmond. ‘The establishment of a naval 
depot at St. Mary’s is not incompatible with the 
plan suggested for protecting the Chesapeake by 
means of a moveable force that shall seek the pro- 
tection of batteries at Hampton Roads and York 
river. The protection of St. Mary’s would de. 
pend greatly on that force, and the destruction of 
the naval depot, established there, would require 
a force (in addition to the one left to watch our 
fleet) proportioned to the protecting force station. 
ed at St. Mary’s, for it is not usual or prudent to 
leave an enemy unguarded in the rear, when he 
may be in a situation to avail himself of the ad- 
vantages which a defeat might offer. 

A superior enemy’s fieet which could (by 
placing itself between the naval depot and St. Ma- 
ry’s, and our naval rendezvous at liampton Roads) 
cut off all communication between them, could, 
by blockade, render both fieet and depot equally 
useless, was the latter at Norfolk. The command 
of our own waters (the object for defending the 
mouth of the Chesapeake) would secure to us an 
easy communication betwcen cur fleet and depot. 
And if this superiority is not to be obtained, our 
naval depot, placed wherever it may be, will not 
answer the end for which it was intended. 

A naval depot at St. Mary’s would afford a safe 
and commodious winter retreat for our fleets, 
which experience has taught me cannot be found 
in Hampton Roads, and which I have reason to be- 
lieve cannot be found in York river. It would, 
from its central and convenient situation, afford 
protection and convoy to the commerce of the 
whole bay, even were its mouth blockaded by an 
enemy’s fleet; an advantage which could not be 
afforded by York or Norfolk. It would serve as a 
rendezvous for the light cruizers from Baltimore, 
where they could easily elude an enemy’s block- 
ading fleet by availing themselves of the choice 
of channels; an advantage which York does not 
possess in so great a degree, and one of which 
Norfolk has been found to be entirely destitute. 
The blockade of the mouth of the Chesapeake 
would constitute the blockade of Hampton Roads; 
consequently the supplies of the naval depot, 
placed there, would be limited to those received 
by the canals, and by the waters discharging them- 
selves into Hampton Roads: while the whole re- 
sources of ‘the Chesapeake, and its tributary 
streams, as well as those which may be afiorded 
by the projected canals connecting its waters with 
the Delaware, will be open to St. Mary’s. 

A military force stationed at St. Mary’s can aid 
inthe defence of every part of the bay exposed 
to attack, while such aid has never been found in 
the force stationed at Norfolk, nor.is it believed it 
would in any stationed at York. And, finally, if 
the experiment of fortifying Hampton Roads 
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afford less protection to the Chesapeake than one 
stationed there or at York. 

In closing these remarks, allow me to observe 
that I should regret extremely that any difference 
of opinion existed as to the most suitable point for 
establishing a naval depot, were [ not persuaded 
that this difference will be the means of placing 

vou in possession of the best information as to the 
merits and defects of the places under examina- 
tion. And I am happy to have it in my power to 
say, that there appears to be but one opinion a- 
mong the commissioners as to the necessity of 
such an establishment somewhere on the waters 
of the Chesapcake. Reasons of a political nature 
which may weigh for or against the particular spot 
to be selected for a naval depot, I leave to politi- 
cians; unbiassed by local interests or local preju- 
dices, I have given my opinion solely in regard to 
the utility of such an establishment. I give them 
with deference ; but with a perfect conviction, in 
my own mind, of the correctness of the position, 
that the defence of the Chesapeake, and the utility 
of a naval depot on its waters, will depend more 
on the conveniences and resources it can furnish, 
than the position of the depot. A naval depot is 
the source whence all the members receive their 
supplies and vigor to defend, not any particular 
spot or place, but the whole body corporate—not 
for the advantage of any particular section, but for 
that of the whole Union. 
D. PORTER. 

Copy of a letter from Cuptain 4. Sinclair to Commo- 

dore John Rodgers, President of the Navy Board, 

dated York River, March 22d, 1816. 

Sra,—I sailed and arrived in York river the day 
my last letter left Norfolk for you, and agreeably 
to your instructions of the 26th ult. I take the 
earliest opportunity to inform you of my proceed- 
ings here. 

I have traced the river up and down several 
times, and find there is not water enough for ships 
of the largest class to ascend higher than five or 
six miles above what is called the Clay Banks, 
which lay in Gloucester county, and about fifteen 
miles below West Point. The report of the offi- 
cers had sent oyer to ascertain what distance 
four fathoms could be carried up, and who report- 
ed that they carried that depth all the” way to 
West Point, was extremely erroneous.. The con- 
fluence of the Portopotank creek with this river 
has thrown an extensive mud flat-entirely across 
the channel, on which there is not more than twen- 
ty feet water; between that and where it ¢om- 
mences shoaling again, about four miles below 
West Point, there is quarter four fathoms, and 
from thence to West Point three fathoms is the 
extent of what canbe carried. So that the want 
of a sufficient depth of water places that highly 
eligible site, in every other respect, entirely out 
of the question for a navy yard. Yorktown labors 
under too many disadvantages to be thought of as 
adock vard. In the first place, its exposed situa- 
tion on both sides to the attack of an enemy, who 
may have the ascendancy in our waters. Second- 
ly, its great exposure to easterly gales,.and the 
great difficulty there will be in getting piers to 
stand, owing to the sandy foundation, strong cur- 
rent, and high sea which heaves in from the cast- 
ward. Thirdiy, there is no stream by which la- 
bor-saving machines may be worked, or the dock- 
ing of ships be aided: and, lastly, it is one of the 
poorest countries in the world, ta every respeci, 
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being totally destitute of timber, even for fuel, ex- 
cept miserable pine. 

I should not have mentioned any spot as not be- 
ing calculated for the above purpose, but for the 
general opinion which prevails. among the intelli- 
gent part of the community in this quartér of the 
country, that Yorktown is eminently caleulated 
for a naval establishment, and that such an opinion 
has gained belief abroad. 

I have fixed on a site in Gloucester county, just 
nine and a half miles above Yorktown, which 
holds out many more advantages than any other on 
the river: indeed, there is not anothe® above 
York, that the distance of. the channél from the 
shore does not counterbalance all other advan- 
tages they may possess; and this is infinitely fur- 
ther from deep water than it ought to” be—the 
nearest point being four hundred yards. ‘This, 
however, is the greatest disadvantage attending it. 
It ebbs dry three fourths of the distance, leaving 
a fine, firm foundation, and from two feet water it 
is very abrupt into four fathoms at low water. 
There is an abundance of timber at hand fer 


' piling, filling in, &c.; and the land, from high wa- 


ter, rises gradually in the distance of 150 yards to 
thirty feet in height, affording as much earth as 
may be required for filling to the channel. 

This site is bordered on the east by Aberdeen 
creek, and on the west by Jones’s creek, either of 
which affords an abundance of water for all our 
purposes; but the country generally is so low, 
that Lam fearful the water dare not be raised en- 
tirely high enough for docking; what it leaves, 
though, after taking a ship in, may be easily pump- 
ed out by pumps worked by water. There are 
several good mill streams emptying into those 
crecks, which flow from a source sufficiently high 
to answer the purpose of docking, if the adjacent 
land would admit of its being dammed. The 
mouths of those two creeks are two miles apart, 
but before they flow halfa mile, theré are two 
branches approaching each other within a quarter 
of a mile, where, after the creeks are dammed be- 
low, a canal might be cut which would insulate 
the place, and add greatly to its security in the 
rear; indeed, it appears to be very capable of be- 
ing defended by a moderately small: force. ‘The 
channel does not exceed a quarter of a mile in 
width, and is overlooked by an eminence of thirty 
feet fora mile or two below. The country is said 
to be healthy; indeed, judging from its inhabi- 
tants, I should pronounce it so. The land is ge- 
nerally fine and well timbered with white oak, 
yellow and pitch pine, and some cedar, though not 
in abundance. The county of Matthews can sup- 
ply a number of excellent ship carpenters, who 
would, no doubt, flock to such an establishment. 
The wind from N. to W. S. W. will take a ship to 
sea; the channel is generally narrow, but very 
plain, and quite deep enough: for the heaviest 
ships completely equipped for sea. 1 have made 
avery minute survey of all the land laying between 
those two creeks as far back as where I purposed 
a canal should be cut for security against an ene- 
my, and shall forward a plat of it as. soon as I can 
copy it upon a large scale. It can be purchased 
(that is as much as the government may require) 
for whatever disinterested persons may value it 
at, which +ill not exceed from ten to twenty dol- 
lars the acre. 

With the plat I shall send you a proper descrip- 
tion of it, with the advantages, disadvantages, &c. 





attending tt. I have made as much progress as 
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the weather has admitted of, which has been ex- 
tremely boisterous and inclement. To be as ac- 
curate as I wish to be, I ought to have another 
vessel, as it is almost impossible to sight an object 
from a base line on shore, the distance being 
about three leagues to the end of the Spit. 1 re- 
gret, too, that I have not some intelligent young 
officers, as I could not procure a good draftsman 
at Norfolk, and have to perform all that work my- 
self. The aid of officers of some science, whom 
I could trust to take angles, &c. would relieve me 
very much. 

The soil about the above site is well caleulated 
for making bricks, which may be contracted for, 
for about 5 or 6 dollars the thousand. Shells for 
lime may be had at from three and a half to four 
dollars the hundred bushels; wood at three dol- 
lars per cord. I shall be more minute in my de- 
scription of this place, attending to the width of 
the river, width and depth of channel, strength of 
tide, with its perpendicular rise, exposure to ice, 
winds, enemy, &c. Should you wish any particu- 
lar information that I may not probably embrace, 
you will be good enough to let me know, that I 
may be prepared to answer it. 

Very respectfully, sir, I remain 
Your obedient servant, 
A. SINCLAIR. 

Commodore John Rodgers, President 

of the Board of Navy Commissioners, 

Washington. 

Copy of a letter from Captain Arthur Sinclair to 

‘ommodore John Rodgers, President of the Navy 

Board, dated York River, March 29, 1816. 

8ir,—1 wrote you on the 22d inst. informing 
you of my having fixed on a site for a navy yard, 
which held out more advantages than any other 
an this river, and that it was not free from its dis- 


advantages ; namely, the channel being too great’ 


a distance from the shore, and the river straight, 
wide, and bleak; but the channel being very nar- 
row, and the remainder of the river quite shoal for 
eight or ten miles up and down, there is not much 
sea made fromany wind. It would be exposed to 
ice if there were any afloat, but there has not been 
a Sufficient quantity known in this river, from 
which danger might be apprehended, for upwards 
of thirty years; and should it be deemed prudent 
to guard aguinst it; it will be seen from the accom- 
panying plot, which is a rough draft of a minute 
and critically correct sirvey, that it may be easily 
effected; the rise and full of the tide not exceed- 
ing three feet on an average, the current Is very 
trifling, seldom exceeding two knots. 

This site, as I have before mentioned, is situated 
in Gloucester county, nine and a half miles above 
York, which lays six and a half miles from the 
mouth of the river, making the whole distance 
trom it to Cape Henry about 4) miles. 

Ihave brought the survey a little below York, 
and find five and a helf fithoms the least water 
there is, at low tide, between the above site and 
York; below that it is well knewn there is suffi- 
cient depth for any ship. The channel continues 
not more than four or five hundred yards wide for 
two and a half miles, when it gradually increases 
to a half mile in two and a half more, running S. 
30, E. for that distance. It then makes a small} 
change to S. 355, E. and widens te upwards of a- 
mile between that and York, from which, to the 
mouth of the river, the course is from S. 70, E. to 
east, and the channel ipereasing to «pwards of a 
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mile in width. Agreeably to your letter of in 

struction, which requires a survey to be made ’ 
as to embrace the approach from the sea and Pa 
channels now known to afford navigation for line 
of battle ships, I might stop this survey at York. 
but believing an accurate chart of this river to the 
bay channel will be acceptable to the board of 
commissioners, and more particularly so should 
they approve of the site I have selected, I shall 
endeavor to continue to that point, should | find 
it practicable with the means in my power. 

I have found infinite difficulty in making the 
survey, but more particularly in laying down the 
channel, having had a great deal of bad weather 
frequently driving us eight or ten miles from our 
work to make a harbor, so that when a good day 
would offer, we would lose most of it in regaining 
our station. And not having men enough to man 
more than one boat, I have found almost insup- 
portable difficulties in taking the soundings ang 
whifting the buoys from station to station, being 
compelled, for the want ofa second vessel, to use 
four buoys, and to make frequent references to the 
land for base lines to correct the work. Neat 
draftings is not to be performed on board such a 
boat as this: the want of room and stability pre- 
cludes the possibility of it. I shall, of course, have 
to copy them when I return to Norfolk. I have 
not, as yet, been able to find a draftsman who can 
draw more neatly than myself: the engineer [ 
have had, and whom I have now discharged, being 
aman of science without possessing the talent of 
neat drawing. I shall endeavor to procure one in 
Norfolk if possible, but in case of my not succeed- 
ing, I can only promise you accuracy without 
much neatness. 

I have the honor to remain, 

With high respect, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. SINCLAIR. 
Commodore John Rodgers, 
President of the Bourd of 

Vavy Commissioners, Washington. 

Letter from Captain Robert Spence, dated May 26th 
1816, in relution to the Tangier Islands. 

Str, 

The islands known by the name of the Tan- 
gier Islands having hitherto been very fallaciously 
represented, especially during the late war, when, 
from the circumstance of their having been a ren- 
dezvous for British marauders, and a depository for 
their stolen negroes, it became necessary to throw 
up temporary buildings for shelter and breastworks 
to secure theny from surprise. ‘These sheds were 
represented as highly commodious, and their 
works of defence, cc -sisting of embankments of 
sand partially sodded to render them less mutable 
than they otherwise would have been, were mag- 
nified by the exaggerating fancy of the timid, into 
regular fortifications, mounting heavy cannon cal- 
culated to protect the island, and to give security 
to the shipping anchored in the sound. It was un. 
derstood that an abundance of good water was af 
forded, and their gardens, described to be ina 
high state of cultivation, were spoken of as fur- 
nishing a sufficiency of vegetables for refreshment 
and for heaith. All these partial and delusive ac- 
counts were believed by many who had not the 
means of being better informed, and by others who 
were wholly indifferent to the fact. faving, in 








compliance with an order from the beard of com- 
‘missioners, explored, and, from accurate surveys, 
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obtaine 
pains to infori 
structions part 

ist. The relat 
each other, their 


the main. , 
— The length and breadth of each. 


3d. The topography of each. 

4th. The channel on all sides, and those leading 
to each island and separatin , them. 

5th. The particular positions occupied by the 
British during the late’ war, and the works con- 

y them. 

— far they are, at this time, defensible, 
and what works would render them completely so. 

7th. The harbors afforded by these islands, 

8th. Whether they afforded good fresh water 
i dance. 
" on. Whether they afford a good site for a naval 
establishment and rendezvous in tiine of war. 

10th. The soundings at least three miles on all 
sides, that it may be seen how near «a first rate 
ship of war can safely approach | them at every 
oint, especially at that point which may be judg- 
ed the best for a naval establishment. The charts 
[ have prepared and transmit to the board, having 
been executed with attention, are sufi+iently mi- 
gute to furnish full information upon all these par- 
ticulars. They afford a kind of graphical report, 
exhibiting at one view the relative position of the 
islands; their distance from each other; their 
length and breadth ; their topography ; the parti- 
cular positions occupied by the British during the 
Jate war, and that of the works constructed by 
them; the harbors afforded by the islands, as also, 
the soundings on all sides, even beyond the dis- 
tance prescribed by the commissioners. It there- 
fore only remains for me to offer a brief general 
account, and a few remarks on such points upon 
which the charts cannot be alone satisfactory. 

The Tangier Islands, if islands they may be 
called, situated about ciglt miles from the main, 
are nothing more than banks of sand, which are 
here and there interspersed with an upper stra- 
tum of soil, owing its original formation to sea- 
weed and other marine productions, deposited by 
inundations, to which, in strong easterly winds, 
the islands are wholly subject, save here and there 
asmall spot, elevated for the purpose of cultiva- 
tion and occupied by the possessor. ‘That section 
of the islands on which the British formed their 
establishments, is a level surface of white sand, the 
margin of which, though not more than three feet 
in height, is higher than the area it surrounds, in 
which the British had their hospitals, store-houses, 
their stolen Negrocs, grave-yards, and works of 
defence—of which there is nothing remaining, 
save memorials of death, and attestations of the 
deleterious effect of the water. The strength of 
their defences may readily be conjectured from 
the materials of which they were composed, and 
from their forms, which are in some places entire, 
while the outlines are distinctly visible. ‘They 
consisted of semicircular embankments, construct- 
ed of stakes driven equidistant into the foundation, 
interwoven with brush, and filled in with sand; 
the formation of which gave constant employment 
toan immense number of negroes they had col- 
lected from different parts of the Chesapeake. On 
these works afew small guns were mounted, but 
of what calibre, I could not, with any certainty, 


ascertain. On abandoning the island, ihe whole 
' 


n myself on such points as my in- 
icularly called my attention to, as 

ative situation of these islands to 
distance from each other, and 


was conflagrated, and as the brusi consumed, the‘ 


d correct charts of the islands, I spared no} 
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sand returned, more or less, to its former level.— 
Notwithstanding enough has been explained to 
establish the futility of attempting an establish- 
ment at such a place as the “ Tangiers,” there 
still remains other objections more cogent and less 
remediable. A want of fresh water is here, dur- 
ing the summer months, severely experienced. 
Wells formed by the insertion of barrels of extra 
length, (being from the nature of the ground but 
few) afford at particular periods a scanty supply, 
the saline impregnation of which must produce, 
with those not accustomed from infancy to its use, 
that deseructive disease which daily robbed his 
Britannic majesty of nine or ten of his loyal sub- 
jects. ‘This mortality, it was said, had determined 
the commanding admiral to abandon, at the ensu- 
ing season, a spot not only subject to dangerous 
inundations, but to which a want of water and 
other causes had given more the appearance of a 
hospital, than a naval rendezvous. 

Waving, however, these objections, and admit, 
for a moment, that it is both defensible and tenable, 
would the advantages resulting from an establish. 
ment thus situated, prove of such magnitude as a 
transient view of the subject might at first. pro- 
mise? cut off in time of war from: all communica- 
tion with government, and from resources essen-, 
tial to its preservation, could it be productive of 
benefits proportioned to the expenditure attending 
its creation? As the day is rapidly approaching 
when the entire defence of the entrance of the 
Chesapeake will render other places within its bo- 
som more eligible for a naval rendezvous, an es- 
tablishment of this description on the Tangiers 
would then, it is probable, be speedily abandoned 
for sites in every respect better suited, both in 
time of peace or war, for the. equipment of our 
public vessels, and for other purposes necessarily 
connected therewith. 

While a superior maritime force has uninter- 


rupted access to the Chesapeake, an -establish- 


ment, either naval or Lpostses at the Tangiers, cut 
off from assistance and supplies, would be wholly 
msecure, and exposed to inevitable reduction by 
an enemy possessing means of attack commensu- 
rate with the object to be effected. With this 
view of the subject I have perhaps been too pro- 
lix in my comments ; if so, T plead the injunction’ 
contained in my instructions, to make such gen- 
eral and particular remarks as might occur,” this, 
and my desire to be Satisfactory, I offer as my 
apology. ¢ 
I have the honor to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. SPENCE. 
Commodore John Rodgers, — , 
President of the board of si 
Navy Commissioners. - ee 


Document A. No. 3, accompanying chart A. referre 
to in the report of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 
mumicating information relative to a site for a Na- 
val Depot, 

Wasnineton, Nov. 21, 1816. 

Sim,—in compliance with your order and instruc- 
tions, [have the honour to submit the following 
observations on the detence of Chesapeake Bay to- 
gether with the enclosed map and sketches— 
the first being the result of various examinations 
made by major Kearney and myself—the latter, 
some outlines of my views on this subject. 

Whatever may be the importance of founding 
permanent fortifications to exclude an enemy fram 
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the waters of the Chesapeake, it does not appear 
from attentive examination, that the entrance or 
mouth of that bay, (viz. a line from the nearest 
part of a shoal called the Middle Ground, to Cape 
Henry,) affords the most practicable positions, as 
the violent action of the Atlantic during gales of 
wind, and the great depth of water, will render 
any attempt to establish permanent foundations on 
that line, extremely slow in the execution, and, if 
ever effected, of uncertain durability, independent 
of anexpense which the most sanguine could 
scarcely deem justifiable. ; 

The next position of importance is Hampton 
Roads. A regular fortification on Old Point Com- 
fort, and a castle on the nearest part of Willough- 
by’s shoal, called the Rip-rap, distance 1,800 yards, 
might, with the aid of a well organized flotilla, 
not only cover James and Elizabeth rivers from 
the attempts of a superior naval enemy, but the 
latter would also threaten the rear of an armament 
that would pass up the bay. This position would 
also present the most prompt support to our ma- 
mine, whether in cpr ey | an enemy, whose 
movements may he observed from thence to the 
Atlantic, while protected by the batteries, or find- 
ing that protection on returning to a port, scarce- 
ly fifteen miles from Cape Henry. 

In the event of fortifying the pass between Old 
Point Comfort and Willoughby’s Shoal, several 
positions near the margin of Lynnhaven Bay may 

e advantageously occupied by small insulated 
towers of masonry, carrying one twenty-four 
pounder each, and at such distances from the shore 
as will secure them from the effect of grape and 
tase shot; and as this bay would then be the only 
place near the mouth of the Chesapeake that a su- 
perior nayal enemy could occupy with effect, the 
towers previously recommended would not only 
annoy, but deprive them of the principal advan- 
tages which the position would otherwise afford. 
One or two towers of the same kind would also 
prove important in the vicinity of Cape Charles. 

Having thus stated an opinion that Hampton 
Roads, from its proximity to the Atlantic, com- 
bines many superior advantages, and, if fortified, 
will constitute an important part of the general 
defences of the Chesapeake, and singly will serve 
to check the incursions of an enemy, it will, I pre- 
sume, be superfluous to particularize the positions 
which are more remote from the mouth of the 
Chesapeake that niay be occupied for local de- 
fences, as almost every siie of the description is 
already fortified where objects of sufficient impor- 
tance and the existing population warrant their 
establishment. . 

As the total exclusion of an enemy from the 
waters of the Chesapeake is an object of great and 
increasing importance, and the ovstucles having 
A ready noted, which will probably prevent 
Diescciition of such a design in the establish- 
ment of permanent and efficient defences at its 
entrance, in conformity with the spirit of my in- 
structions I subjoin an opinion on a more practica- 
ble position. 

By referring to the enclosed map, and sections 
©. DE. F. it may be observed that the distance 
and depth of water between the extremity of the 
-Horse-Shoe and Middle Ground, is less than be- 
tween the latter and. Cape Henry, the bottom be- 
ing also, at every place of trial, firm and free from 
quicksand, and as that line is also less expused to 
the action of the wster in particular winds, there 
can besbat little doubt of its being the only posti- 
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tion near the entrance of the Chesa: 

a justify any stop to establj aake ts 

defences, or that might promise, in junct; 

with the works aniaieed naval oan 
to afford general protection and security. ™ 

Should this idea be deemed worthy of serious 
attention, the proposed castle on Willoughby’ 
Shoal may be erected in the first instance . ay 
if, upon the test of time and military investigation 
it should be found substantial and effective, sound 
and ample data would be thus afforded for the 
construction of similar towers, nine in number on 
the line previously mentioned, viz. from the ex 
tremity of the Horse Shoe to the Middle Ground. 
and would not only test the principle but also the 
relative expense. 

The expense of erecting works of masonry near 
the entrance of the Chesapeake will be considers. 
bly augmented in consequence of the distance from 
the principal materials, viz. lime and stones, the 
following general estimate, calculated on the pri- 
ces of the present year, will not, I presume, vary 
considerably from the truth : 

A regular case mated pentagon, mount- 
ing 150 pieces of cannon and mor- 
tars, on Old Point Comfort, 

A quadrar .Uar castle of masonry, four 
tiers of cannon, mounting 128 guns, 


$ 250,000 





on Willoughby’s Shoal, ,000 
Five small towers on the margin of 
Lynnhaven Bay, and near Cape 
Charles, $ 50,00a 
$ 509,000 


—— ee 

The two works above mentioned could keep up 
an effectual cross fire of 75 heavy pieces of can. 
non and mortars, on any vessel attempting the 
pass, for the space of 25 minutes in time, allowing 
that the vessel should sail at the rate of between § 
and 9 miles per hour. 

As there are various opinions on passing batte- 
ries in vessels of war, it may be proper to offer an 
observation on that subject ; and it may be safely 
inferred, from the result of many naval conflicts, 
that vessels of equal armament may maintain a 
close action for 15 minutes or more, without being 
entirely disabled from making sail, or changing 
positions. With this fact it can scarcely be doubt- 
ed that vessels of war may often pass batteries 
without being destroyed, or irreparably injured. 
The risk, however, of such attempts is greatly 
multiplied when passing under a well directed 
cross fire of hot shot, carcasses, and shells, - 
which must be encountered again in the event 
an unsuccessful enterprise. 

It has also been a reccived opinion, in reasoning 
upon the comparative powers of land batteries, 
(in commanding positions) and the batteries of ves- 
sels cf war, that six 24 pounders in the former, 
when well directed, are superior to the broadside 
of & 44 gun frigate, and that double that number of 
guns, of larger cakbre are superiur to the brosd- 
side of a 74 gun ship, provided the land batteries 
are so placed as not to 2dmit the approach of ves- 
sels withia the effective range of grape and case 
shot. 

The latter observations are presented with due 
consideration, and may either be confirmed or rey 
jected, by an appeai to the distinguished naval 
gentlemen with whom [ had the honour to be as- 





sociated, aud from whom major Kearney and niy- 
self received every civility and assistance. 
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precedi statement has been condensed 
a4 variety of notes, observations, and calcu- 


i ‘ch will also afford, in the event of for- 
ae eet the positions previously named, a 
description more in detail, together with appro- 

jate plans for the construction. F 
Prully sensible of the honor conferred in your 
order of the 31st of May last, I remain, 

With the greatest respect, 
our most obedient and pea epee 
; GEO: BOMFORD, 
(Signed) Lieut. Cal. of Ordnance. 


NEW-YORK. 
GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE. — 

Grytiemes,—In my last public communication 
to the legislature, I had the honor to advert to the 
present happy condition of our country, and to in- 
timate that the existing state of society, and the 

neral disposition of mankind, seemed propitious 
to the promotion of the interests of literature, re- 
ligion, freedom and humanity. = 

I will now take the liberty of submitting to the 
legislature, whether the dictates of humanity, the 
reputation of the State, and a just sense of grati- 
tude to the Almighty for the many favors he has 
conferred on us as a nation, do not demand that 
the reproach of slavery be expunged from our 
statute book. 

“ No people can be bound to acknowledge and 
adore the Invisible Hand which conducts the af- 
fairs of men, more than the people of the United 
States. Every step by which they have advanced 
to the character of an independent nation, seems 
to have been distinguished by some token of pro- 
vidential agency.” 

The same divine munificence which called forth 
this effusion of gratitude from the father of his 
country, twenty-seven years ago, has been equally, 


. . i] 
if not more conspicuous, in every subsequent ' 


stage of our advaiecment in prosperity and re- 
nown. What more acceptable return can a grate- 
ful and enlightened people make to the heavenly 
Donor of these so great benefits, than by emanci- 
pating from bitter servitude that portion of His 
creaturs Which still continue to be held in unjust 
and cruel bondage by civilized and indepensiel 
freemen. 

1 do, therefore, respectfully, but earnestly, re- 
commend to the legislature to establish some fu- 
ture day, not more remote than the fourth day of 
July, 1827, on which slavery shall cease within 
this State. Before the arrival of that period, most 
colored persons born previously to the 4th of Ju- 
ly, 1799, (and all othexs are now free by the exist- 
ing laws) will have become of very litile value to 
theirowners. Indeed, many of them will by that 
time have becoine an expensive burden. 

To fix a day thus remote for general emancipa- 
tion, will consequently impair in a very small de- 
gree any private right, and will, at the same time, 
»¢ consistent with the humanity and justice of a 
free and prosperous people. 

DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 
Albany, Jan. 28, 1817. 





NATIONAL LEGISLATURE, 
SLNATE. 
Wetnesday, Feb. 5.—Mr. Williams, from the 
committee appointed on that subject, reported u 
bil to provide tor the purchase aud distribution 
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of the laws of the United States; which passed to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Roberts, Rom the committee of claims, re- 
ported a bill authorizing a subscription for an ad- 
ditional volume of the laws of the United States ; 
which bills respectively passed to a second read- 
ing: 

Tbe following motions, submitted by Mr. Tich- 
enor yesterday, were taken up and ‘to: 

Resolved, That the military committee ‘be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing or modifying so much of the second section 
of the act e shing the military staff, as relates 
to hospital surgeons and hospital surgeons’ mates. 

Resolved, That the military committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of a re- 
form in the provisions of the laws respecting the 
allowance and pay of private servants to the mili- 
tary and staff officers of the army, in order to place 
them on a more economical establishment. 

The bill to incorporate the Columbian Institute 
was read the second time. 

The engrossed bill to appoint additional pension 
agents; to amend and explain the act giving pen- 
sions to orphans and widows of persons slain in 
the public or private armed vessels of the United 
States, was read the third time, passed, and sent 
to the House for concurrence. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
claims law, amended the same, (xot* materially} 
and postponed some gther bills till te-morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned. 

Thursday, Feb. 6.—The bill authorizing a sub- 
scription for an additional volume of the laws of 
the United States, and’a bill to provide for the pur- 
chase and distribution of the laws of the United 
States, were read a second time. ' 

The ‘engrossed bill to provide for’ the punish- 
ment of crimes and offences committed within 
the Indian boundaries, having been read a third 
time, Was, on motion of Mr. tt, recommitted 
to the judiciary committee. . a 

The bill directing the discharge of Lewis’ Olm- 
sted from imprisonment, was read a third e, 
and sent to the other House. 

The Senate reswned the consideration of the 
bill respecting persons escaping from the service 
of their masters. Mr. Smith having proposed 
some amendments to it, the bill was postponed to 
Monday. 

4 Some other public and executive business was 
one. 

Friday, Feb. 7—Two messages were received 
from the President of the United States—the one 
noticed in the proceedings of the House of Repre- 
sentatives ; the other transmitting, in compliance 
with a request of the Senate, information touch 
iag the execution of so much of the treaty of peace 
with Great Britain, as relates to the delivery of 
slaves. 

Mr. Ruggles, of Ohio, presented certain instruc- 
tions received by him fron the legislature of Ohiv, 
to use his exertions to procure the of a 
law of Congress, giving to the inhabitants of the 
U,- ed States’ reservation of Lewer Sandusky, 
pre-emption right to parts thereof, &c. Objections 
having been made to the reading of instructions for 
the information of the Senate, the question was 
taken on reading it, and decided im the negative. 

Mr. Wilson thereupon submitted for considera- 
tion the following resolution : 

“That the Scnate deem it inexpedient that in- 
structions from a State i¢gislature to the Senator? 
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from such State, shall be received and filed in the 
Senate.” . 

The bill to amend the claims law of last session, 
was again taken up, discussed and amended. _ 

Mr. Daggett moved to strike out the first section 
of the bill, (in effect to reject it) which motion 
was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Daggett, Fro- 
mentin, Goldsb gh, Hi Hardin, Horsey, Hunter, Ma- 
son, Va. Noble, Ruggles, Talbot, Tichenor, Williams.—15, 

NAYS—Messrs. ampbell, Chace, Condit, Gaillard, Howell, 





Lacock, Macon, Mason, of N. H. Merrow, Roberts, Sanford, | 


Smith, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Troup, Varnuim.—17. 


The bill was ordered to a third reading as a-| 


mended. 

The bill for increasing the compensation of the 
messengers of the several departments was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Varnum, postponed to the 4th day of 
March next [rejected. | 

The bill for better preserving the neutral rela- 
tions of the United States, came up, but was, with 
several other bills, postponed to Monday. 

Mr. Morrow reported a bill making reservation 
of certain public lands to supply timber for naval 
purposes; which was read. 

Tuesday, Feb. 11—The following resolution, 
yesterday submitted by Mr. Ruggles, was taken 
up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making provisien by law, for granting the right of 
pre-emptions to the inhabitants settled on the re- 
servation at Sandusky, i the State of Ohio. 

The. following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Hardin, was also agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post-of- 
fice and post-roads be ‘instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post-office at, 
and a post-route through, the town of Bedford, in 
the county of Gallatin, and State of Kentucky, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. La- 
cock, was also agreed to: 

‘Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate, 

1st. The number of. complete rations and parts 
of rations issued by the commissaries of the north 
western army from the Ist of September, 1812, to 
the 3ist of May, 1813. 

2d. The number of rations and parts of rations 
issued by the contractors for the same period. 

3d. The number of rations and paits of rations 
jssued by the commissaries to said army, from the 
Slst of May, 1813, to*the Ist of June, 1814. 

4th. ‘The number of rations and parts of rations 
issued by the contractors for the same period. 

Sth. The amount of provisions bought by the 
commissaries and public agents for said army for 
each of the periods aforesaid, the whole expense 
of such purchases, with the wages paid to commis- 
saries and agents. The expense of transportation, 
and all incidental expenses incurred by this mode 
of supplying the army. 

Gih. The whole amount of money paid to the 
contractors for supplying the army ter each of :2¢ 
periods aforesaid. 

7th. The whole amount of provisions turned 
over by the contractors on the Ist of July, 1814, 
to the United States, and by the United States to 
other contractors within that year. . 

8th. The amount of money advanced in the 
winter of 1814 and 1815, by order of General 








M‘Comb, at Detroit, to tue commissary, for the 
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' purpose of purchasing provisions on'the allegatio 
of an anticipated failure of the contractors, The 
amount of money actually paid in the purchase of 
such provisions, with a detailed account, as far as 
practicable, of the price of the different articles 

9th. The amount of the last mentioned provi 
sions delivered to the contractors, or issued to the 
army, particularizing in each case. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. No. 
ble, was also agreed to: AS a9 

Hesolved, That the committee on public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a land office in the eastern part of the 
State of Indiana. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr 
Chace, was also agreed to: ; 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of continu. 
ing in force after the present session of Con 
the act passed on the 3d day of March, 1815, en. 
titled “ An act further to provide for the collec. 
tion of duties on imports and tonnage,” with leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Taylor, was also agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post-of. 
fice and post-roads be instructed to inguire into 
the expediency of establishing the following post- 
routes, viz: from Corydon, by Shoemakers, Troy, 
Mount Duval, Darlington and Evansville, to Har. 
mony; from Corydon, by Greenville and Freder. 
icksburg, to Salem; and from Vincennes, by 
Princeton and Evansville, to Hendersonville, in 
the State of Kentucky, and that they have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

The following motion, submitted by Mr. Bar. 
bour, was taken up : 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amend. 
ing the law passed April 19, 1816, entitled “ An 
act to abolish the existing duties on spirits distill- 
ed within the United States, and to Jay other du- 
ties in lieu of those at present imposed on licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liquors,” so far as to ex- 
empt the distillation of spirituous liquors exclu- 
sively made of fruit from the operation of the act 
aforesaid. 

On the question to agree thereto it was decided 
in the negative ; so this resolution did not pass. 

The bill to repeal, in part, the claims law of 
last session, was read a third time as amended. 

A motion was made by Mr. Lacock, to accom- 
modate gentlemen who were opposed to some 
provisions of this bill, to re-consider the question 
of ordering the bill to a third reading. 

This motion was decided affirmatively, as fol- 
lows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Chace, Daggett, 
Dana, Fromentin, Goldsborough, Hanson, Hardin, Howell, 
Hunter, King, Nobie, Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, Talbot, Tich- 
enor, Wiiliams—20, 

NAYS—Messrs. Campbell, Condit, Gaillard, Lacock, Macon, 
Mason, N. H. Morrow, Roberts, Smith, Tate, ‘Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Troup, Varnum, Wilson—15. 

The bill being again open to amendment, a mo- 
tion was made to strike out the first section of the 
bill. Whereupon, 

The subject was further pestponed, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 








Thursday, Feb. 6—Mr. Archer, from the com- 
mittee on naval expenditures, reported a bill sup- 
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ementary to the act concerning the naval esta- 


4 ont; and P 
og Roherteon, from the committee on the pub- 


a bi d enlarge the 

lands, reported a bill to define an “ge th 

eo of the land district of Edwardsville, in 
[llinois Territory. 5 

 ehess bills were severally twice read and com- 

itted. B 
matter some introductory remarks on the utility 
of “the object he desired to have inquired into, 
Mr. Smith, of Va. offered the following resolution, 
which was agreed to, Viz.: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of appointing commissioners to view and mark out 
aroad from the highest point of navigation on the 
james River, to that of the Great Kanawha, and 
from thence to Point Pleasant on the Ohio, in Vir- 


OThe following bills from the Senate, to wit: the 
bill providing for the division of certain quarter 
sections in future sales of the public lands; the 
bill in addition to the act for the relief of George 

T. Ross and Daniel T. Patterson, and the officers 

and men lately under their command ; the bill to 

repeal the second section of the act concerning 
the pay of officers, seaman and marincs in the na- 
yy of the United States; the bill making appro- 

priations for the payment of certain claums for mi- 

litia services to the State of Georgia; the bill to 

appoint additional pension agents; the bill to 
amend and explain an act giving pensions to the 
orphans and widows of persons shin in the public 
or private armed vessels of the United States; the 
bill for the relicf of the widow and children of 
Arnold H. Dohrman ; and the bill granting a pen- 
sion to Commodore Richard Taylor; were seve- 
rally read the first and second time, and referred. 

The House then took up the amendments re- 
ported by the committee of the whole, to the bill 
to set apart and pledge, as a fund for internal im- 
provement, the bonus and United States’ share of 
the dividénds of the national bank. 

Mr. Pickering stated some modifications of the 
amendments which he wished to propose, but not 
now being in order, he reserved them for the 

esent. 

Mr. Taylor, of New-York, proposed to define 
more precisely the mode of apportioning the fund 
among the different States by inserting the words 
“according to the House of Representatives in 
Congress,” which was agreed to; and the ques- 
tion recurred on the amendment as amended; 
when 

Mr. Smith, of Md. moved so to amend the 
amendment as to apportion the fund which shall 
accrue, according to the present representation 
in Congress. 

After much discussion, in which Messrs. Hul- 
bert, Gold and Yates took part, 

Mr. Smith’s motion was negatived by a large 
majority. 

Mr. Stearns moved, that instead of vesting in 
Congress the power of designating the objects of 
inprovement, it should be given to the State le 
gislatures, under the approbation of the president. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. Sheffey. 
Pickering, and Grosvenor; when 

It was negatived without a division; and 

The question was taken on agrecing to the 
amendment of the committee of the whole House, 
as amended, and carricd—ayes &4, 

Mr. Pickering then movcd to strike out the first 
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section, and insert in lieu thereof, two other sec- 
tions, directing that the fund be set apart for 
** constructin reads and canals, in order to facili- 
tate, promote, and give security to internal com- 
merce among the several States,” and to be appli- 
ed to constructing, or aiding in the construction 
of such roads and canals “ in each of the States, 
as Congress, with the consent of each State, shall 
by law direct,” and the proportion to be expend- 
ed in each State to be in the ratio of its represen- 
tation at the time of such expenditure, in the most’ 
numerous branch of the legislature. 

This motion gave rise to an animated debate on 
the main principle of the bill, which continued un- 
til the adjournment ; in which Messrs. Gold, Shef- 
fey and Harrison advocated the bill, and Messrs. 
Hardin, Smith of Md. and Barbour, spoke in op- 
position. 

Friday, Feb. 7—Mr. Lowndes, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill to in- 
crease the compensation of certain collectors of 
the customs ; also, a bill making additional appro- 
priations to defray the expense of the army and 
militia during the late war: also, a bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of the military esta- 
blishment for the year 1817; which bills were 
twice read and severally committed. 

Mr. Hugh Nelson, from the committee on the 
judiciary, to which had been recommitted the bill 
authorizing the appointment of circuit judges, re- 
ported,a bill for the better administration of jus- 
tice in the supreme court, and for the appointment 
of circuit judges; which was read, and commit- 
ted. * 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, from the military 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of certain 
officers of the staff of Governor Edwards, of the 
Ulinois Territory ; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. , 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the bill from the Senate, for the 
more prompt settlement of public accounts, with 
sundry amendments ; which were read, and, with 
the bil committed to a committee -of the whole 
House. 

The Speaker laid before the House the annual 
report of the commissioners of the sinking fund ; 
which was ordered to lié on the table and be 
printed. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Hahn, 

Resolved, That the acting secretary of war be 
instructed to report to this House, the reasons, 
why the militia fines, incurred by delinquents un- 
der the late call of the militia into the service of 
the United States, are not finally collected. 

The following message of the President of the 
United States, received yesterday, was read and 
referred to a select committee : 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States : 





On comparing the fourth section of the act of 
Congress, passed March 31, 1814, providing for 
the indemnification of certain claimants of public 
lands in the Mississippi ‘Ccrritory, with the articles 
of agreement and cession between the United 
States and the State of Georgia, bearing date April 
39, 1802, it appeats, that the engagements entered 
into with the claimants, interfere with the rights 
and interests secured to that State. I recommend 
to Congress that provision be made by law for 
payments to the State of Georgia, equal to the 
amount of Mississippi stock which shall be paid 
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ito the treasury, until the stipulated sum of 
$ 1,250,000 shall be completed. 
JAMES MADISON. 
‘ebruary 6, 1817. 


The bill from the Senate for the relief of Lewis 
Olmsted was twice read and ordered to a third 
reading. The engrossed bill supplementary to the 
act concerning the naval establishment, and the 
engrossed bill for the division of certain sections 
ped vor land, were severally read the third time 

-d. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill, to set apart and pledge, as a fund for inter- 
na’ improvement, the bonus of the United States 
share of the dividends of the national bank—Mr. 
King’s motion to postpone the bill indefinitely, 
being still under consideration. 

Mr. Pickering spoke in further illustration of 
= opinions already offered, and in support of the 

The debate was resumed on the expediency 
and constitutionality of the bill ; in which Messrs. 
Pickering, Sheffey, Calhoun, Thomas Wilson, 
and Yates, spoke in support, and Messrs. Wright 
snd King in opposition to the bill. Mr. Ross, also, 
without at present fully advocating the bill, spoke 
against its indefinite postpoiement. 

The question was, about 4 o’clock, taken on 
postponing the bill indefinitely ; tantemount to a 
rejection—and decided in the negative as follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Archer. Atherton, Barbour, Bassett, 
Baylies, Bennett, Boss, Bradbury, Brown, Bryan, Burwell, 
py ee Cilley, Clarke, N. C, Ciayton, Cook, Cooper, Craw- 
ford, Davenport, Desha, Dickens, Edwards, Forney, Go!dsbo- 
singe Coodaye, Hale, Hardin, Hawes, Henderson, Hooks, 
Hungerford, Jewett, Johnson, Va. King, Langdon, Law, Lyon, 
Wu. Maciay, Mason, M‘Coy, M‘Lean, Miller, Mills, Hugh Ker. 
son, Thos. M. Nelson, Noyes, Parris, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, 
Keed, Rice, Roane, Robertson, Root, Ruggles, Smith, Md, 
Seuthard, Stearns, we Sturges, Taggart, Tallmadge, 
‘Fau!, Tyser, Vose, Ward, Ms. Ward, N.Y. Ward, N.J. Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodward, Wright—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Baer, Baker, Bateman, 
Betts, Birdsall, Birdseye, Breckenridge, Brooks, Cady, Caid- 
weil, Cuhoun, Chappeli, Clark, N. Y. Clendennin, Condiect, 
Creighton, Crocherou, Cu'peppcr, Darlington, Fletcher, For- 
syth, Gaston, Gold, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hahn, Hall, Ham- 
mond, Harrison, Heister, Huger, Hulbert, Ingham, Irving, N. 
‘Y. Jackson, Johnson, Ky. Kent, Kerr, Va, Kilbourn, Lewis, 
Little, Love, Lovett, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Lyle, W. P. Maclay, 
Marsh, M‘Kee, Middieton, Milnor, Moifit, Moore, Moseley, 
Murfiee, Jer, Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Peter, Pickens, Pick- 
ering, Powell, Randoiph, Ross, Savage, Schenck, Sharp, Shef- 
fey, Smith, Pen. Smith, Va. ‘Taylor, N. Y. Taylor, S.C. Telfair, 
‘Thomas, Townsend, Wallace, Wendover, Wheaton, Whiteside, 
Wide, Wilkin, Willoughby, Thos. Wiison, Wm. Wilson, Yan- 
cey, Yates.—38. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Calhoun’s 
motion to amend Mr. Pickering’s amendment, by 
striking therefrom the words ** with the consent of 
she State,” and lost by a large majority. 

Mr. Pickering’s amendment (as stated in the 
proceedings of yesterday) was then agreed to 
without a division. 

Mr. Kilbourn proposed to add a section provid- 
ing substantially, that any State might, under the 
direction of Congress, apply any part of its por- 
tion of the fund to the purposes intended by the 
act, in another State, if requested by resolution of 
the legisiature, wishing so to apply part of its 
portion. 

‘Lhis motion was objected to by Mr. Calhoun, 
only because he believed the bill already contained 
by a fair construction, the power proposed by the 
aimcndiment. 

‘The motion was negatived without a division, 
and E 

The bill was erdered to be engrossed for a third 


Tes line 
esuling. 
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To the Senate and House of Represent, 
Th United Rov, atives of the 
e envoy extraordinary and mini : 
tentiary of his most christian undeue Ane 
newed, under special instructions from his a a 
ment, the claim of the representative of ne ‘De 
Beaumarchais, for one million of livres, which 
were debited to him in the settlement of his 
. . i ac: 
counts with the United States ; I lay before Co 
gress copies of the memoir on that subject, ad. 
— by the said envoy to the Secretary of 

Considering that the sum, of which the Million 
of livres in question made a part, was a gratuitous 
grant from the French government to the United 
States, and the declaration of that government 
that that part of the grant was put in the hands of 
M..De Beaumarchais as its arent, not as the 
of the United States, and was duly accounted for 
by him to the French government : considering, 
also, the concurring opinions of two attorneys ge. 
neral of the United States, that the said debit was 
not legally sustainable in behalf of the United 
States, I recommend the case to the favourable 
attention of the Legislature, whose authority a 
lone can finally decide on it. 

JAMES MADISON. 
January 31, 1817. 

Saturday, Jan. 8.—Mr. Lowndes, from the com. 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill author. 
izing the secretary of the treasury to cause pay- 
ment to be made of certain alien duties; which 
was twice read and committed. , 

Mr. Thomas Wilson, from the committee oa 
roads and canals, reported on that subject the fol. 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to take measurcs for making, 
as far as practicable, and report to this House at 
the next and every subsequent session of Congress, 
such roads, canals, and improvements in water 
courses, as are required in a general system of in- 
Jand navigation and intercourse throughout the 
extent of the United States, and the territories 
thereof, best adapted to facilitate the intercourse 
necessary for personal, commercial, and military 
purposes 

The resolution being read, was committed to a 
committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Atherton laid the following resolution on 
the table, where it lies one day of course: 

Resolved, That the following be adopted as an 
addition to the standing rules of the House: It 
shall be the duty of the committee on publie ex- 
penditures, to examine whether any offices under 
the laws of the United States, have become use- 
less or unnecessary, to report from time to tine 
on the expediency of modifying or abolishing the 
same; also, to examine into the pay and emolu- 
meats of all offices under the laws of the United 
States, and to report from time to time such a re- 
duction or increase thereof as a just economy of 
the public resources may require. 

On motion of Mr. Chappell, 

Resolved, That the committee on pensions and 
revolutionary claims be instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of altering the present mode 
paying invalid pensions, so far as it regards those 
pensions which have not been demanded within a 
reasonable time. ' 

Mr. Dickens offered the following resolution 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
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means be instructed to report a bill to repeal so 
— ¥ - ‘the acts now in force’ as lays a duty on 


= the question of considering the said resolu- 
tion, it was decided in the negative—ayes 51, 
J 


ne Johnson, of Ky. offered the following reso- 
er ideration : 

lution ef, That the committee on the judiciary 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

authorizing the Secretary of State to publish the 

laws of the United States in any number of pa- 
ers he may think proper, not exceeding six in 

each State. . ae 

The resolution was agreed to—ayes 52, noes 43. 

Mr. King submitted the following resolution : 

Whereas a bill was yesterday ordered by the 
House of Representatives to be engrossed and 
yead a third time this day, appropriating one mil- 
jion and a half of dollars of the public money, and 
the United States’? share’ of the dividends in the 
national bank, for twenty years, on seven millions 
ef dollars, owned by them therein, and on which 
they are now paying an annual interest of 350,000 
dollars, for constructing roads and canals; and 
whereas it is desirable that some part of the pub- 
lic treasure, drawn from the pcople of this coun- 
try, should, particularly in times of general dis- 
tress, be applied to their relief, and to objects 
connected with their immediate, best and highest 
interest: Therefore, ; 

Resolved, That there shall be appropriated out 
ef any money in the treasury of the United States, 
not otherwise appropriated, two millions of dol- 
hrs; to be apportioned among the several States, 
territories, and the District of Columbia, in pro- 
portion to their free population, at the last enu- 
meration; one million thereof to be immediately 
applied by the governors of the several States and 
territories, and, in the District of Columbia, by the 
several corporations of Washington, Alexandria 
ynd Georgetown, to the support of the poor and 
in aid of the funds of such humane and charitable 
institutions, as, in the opinions of such governors 
and corporations, may stand most in need thereof, 
the other million of dollars to be applied by the 
legislatures of the several States and territories, 
and in the District of Columbia by the Congress 
of the United States, to the promotion of educa- 
tion, and the advancement of religion and morali- 
ty—or in aid of the funds of such Bible and mis- 
sionaty societies, as may be selected. And that 
the committee of ways and means be instructed 
te bring in a bill for the above purposes. 

The question being put on considering the said 
resolution, it was decided in the negative—very few 
rising in its favor. 

Mr. Goldsborough, after some prefatory obser- 
vations, introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the cummiitee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
sy of modifying the law passed the 15th Dec. 
1814, to provide additional revenuc, &c. so as to 
provide for the annual valuation of carriages liable 
to tax or duty imposed by said law. 

The House having agreed to consider the reso- 
lution, 

Mr. Lowndes made a few remarks in opposition 
to the modification proposed: in the tax, and was 
replied to by Mr. Goldsborough; when 

The resolution was agreed to by a small ma- 


Jority. 


“The Lill from the Senate for the relief of Lewis 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1817. 109 


Olmstead, and the engrossed bill for the rélief of 
Park Holland, were severally read the third time 
and passed. 

The engrossed bill to set apart and pledge, asa 
fund for internal improveinent, the bonus. and 
United States’ share of the dividends of the na- 
tional bank,, was read the third time, and the 
question stated, “ shall the bill pass #” 

Mr. Randolph rose and spoke nearly three 
hours in opposition. 

Mr. Sheffey stated the reasons which would pre- 
vent his voting for the bill. 

Mr. Calhoun advocated the bill, and replied to 
Mr. Randolph and others. ‘ 

Mr. Smith, of Md. and Mr. Wright successivel 
renewed their opposition to the bill; and , 
Mr. Calhoun aguin spoke in its support. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—-Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Avery, Baker, Bate-, 
man, Betts, Birdsall, Birdseye, Breckenri Brooks, Cady, 
Ca!dwell, Caihoun, Chappell, Clark, N. Y, Clendennin, Com- 
stock, Condict, Conner, Creighton, Crocheron, Cul ’ 
Darlington, Findley, Forsyth, Gastan, Giasgow, Gold, Gating 
Grosvenor, Hahn, Hall, Hammond, Harrison, Heister, Hend- 
ricks, Hopkinson, aor Hulbert, Ingham, Irving, N. Y. 
Jackson, Johnson, Ky. Kent, Kerr, Va, Little, Love, Lovett, 
Lumpkin, Lyle, WwW. P. Maclay, M‘Kee, Middleton, Milnor, 
Moffitt, Moore, Murfree, Jer. Nelson, Newton, Ormsby, Peter, 
Pickens, Pickering, Powell, Ross, Savage, Schenck, 

Smith, Penn. Smith, Va. Tate, Taylor, N. ¥. ‘Tayior, S.C. 
Telfair, ‘Townsend, Wallace, Webster, Wendover, Whi 
Wilde, Wilkin, Willoughby, Thos. Wilson, Wm. Wilson, Yan- 
evy, Yates—86, 


NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Archer, Atherton, Baer, ° 
Bassett, Baylies, Bennett, Biount, Boss, Bradbury, Brow 
Bryan, Burwell, Cannon, Carr, Ms. Cham 


N. C, Ciayton, Cook, Cooper, Crowder botempere’ Dehe, 
Dickens, Edwards, Fletcher, meer Goodwyn, Hale, 
Hardin, Hawes, Hooks, Hungerford, Irwin, Penn. Jewett, 
Johnson, Va. King, La Law, Lown Lyon, Wm. Ma- 
clay, Marsh, Mason, M‘Coy, M‘Lean, Miller, Miils, Hugh Nel- 
son, ‘hos. M. Nelson, Noyes, Parris, Piper, Pitkin, Pseasants, 
eg | Reed, Rice, Roane, A, 

Smith, Md. Southard, Stearns, Strong, Stuart, Sturges, 

ey Talmadge, Taul, sao, Widen? Willams, Ms. Ward, 
Wrightooa. - J. Wheaton, , Wil oodward, 

So the bill was sent to the Senate -for concur- 
rence. 

Monday, Feb, 10.—Mr. Nelson, from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, reported a bill to provide 
more effectually far the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other 
es Boome which, being a long bill, was twice 
read by its title, laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. M‘Kee, from a select committee, reported 
a bill transferring the duties of the commissioner 
of loans, to the Bank of the United States, and to 
abolish the offices of commissioners of loans. ° 

Mr. Pleasants reported a bill regulating the pay 
and emoluments of pursers and midshipmen of the 
navy, and of the medical staff of the army of the 
United States. 

These bills were twice read and conmnitted. 

Mr. Ingham, from the select cominittee to whem 
the subject was referred, reported a bill to regu- 
late and fix the compensation of clerks and mes- 
sengers; which was twiee read by its title, and 
committed. 

‘The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the unfavorable report of the committee of coin- 
merce and manufactures, on the petition of Antho- 
ny Buck, who prays to be relieved from the pay- 
ment of an embargo bond, into which, by false re- 
presentations, Mr. Buck was induced to enter for 
the captain of an -eastern vessel, and which by- 
came turfeited by the miscouduct of said captain 








in violating the embargo. ‘his report gave rise 
tcalcng debate, whieh ended in reversing the ve- 
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port of the committee of commerce and manufac- 
tures, and directing the committee to report a bill 
for the relief of the petitioner. 

A joint resolution from the Senate, for appoint- 
ing a committee on the part of each House to as- 
certain and report a mode of examining the votes 
for president and vice-president of, the United 
States, and of notifying the persons elected- of 
their election, was taken up and agreed to. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal the second 
section of an act concerning the pay of officers, 
seamen and marines, in the service of the United 
States, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill making provision respecting American 
captives during the late war, passed through a 
committee of the whole. 

The bill for the relief of certain sufferers during 
the late war with Great Britain (appropriating the 
sum of 340,000 dollars for the relief of the suffer- 
erson the Niagara frontier) was next taken up in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. Archer moved to amend this bill so ‘as to 
include the case of losses on the shores of the 
Chesapeake Bay. He referred to the cases of the 
towns of Havre de Grace, Georgetown and Fred- 
éricktown, all on the bay shore, in which depre- 
dations had been made by the enemy, by conflagra- 
ting private property; which cases he considered 
not materially variant in principle from those 
which came under this bill. Although the sufter- 
ers of this character had no legal claim on the go- 
vernment, they had a claim of justice ; and where- 
vet a government had the ability to pay suci 
claims, it was its duty to satisfy them. The abili- 
ty of our government could not now be question- 
ed, since it had lately made liberal appropriations 
for internal improvement, and objects not of ne- 
cessity, &c. 

This motion gave rise to a debate which con- 
tinued until the usual hour of adjournment. 

Mr. Robertson moved to add to the bill a new 
section, providing that all other claims in all parts 
of the United States, depending on the same prin- 
ciple as the claims embraced in this bill, should be 
settled in the same proportion, and in the same 
manner as the claims already enumerated. 

Mr. Forsyth moved to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, and insert in lieu thereof a pro- 
position for appropriating a milion of doliars for 
the relief of persons in different parts of the coun- 
try, Who have suffered losses in consequence of 
military occupation by the forces of the United 
States, to be distributed in proportion to the loss 
sustained by each individual, as compared with the 
residue of his property, the poorest individual 
to receive the largest sum in proportion to his 
loss. 

This motion, as well as that of Mr. Robertson, 
before noticed, were declared not receivable uutil 
after Mr. Archer’s motion was decided. 


Mr. Archer’s notion was supported by himself} 


and Mr. Wright, and was opposed by Messrs. 
Hulbert, Taylor of N. ¥. Clay and Cathoun, not 
from opposition to the class of claims embraced in 
the amendment, but on the ground that the claims 
from the Nixgara were peculiar, and had been al- 
ready sifted and specially examined. 

Mr. Robertson and Mr. Forsyth spoke in favor 
of general in preference to particular provision on 
this subject; and Mr. ‘VY. M. Nelson and Mr. Har- 
rison spoke on the military question of the legali- 
ty, according to the laws of war, of the conflagra- 
tron of Buffalo, &e. by the enemy 
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The committee rose without decidin 
tion; and the House adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 11—Mr. Lowndes, from the ¢ 
mittee of ways and means, who were ientionae 
by a resolution to inquire into the expedien r of 
repealing so much of the duty on carriages, “he 
as imposes a duty on carriages and harness ict 
excecding in value § 100, made a report there, ~ 
unfavourable thereto, and ™ 

Mr. Lowndes, from the same committee, mad 
report on the expediency they were instructed 1, 
inquire into, of repealing or modifying the act ly 
ing duties on licenses to retailers, adverse hes 


& any ques. 











‘rhese reports were ordered to lie on 

Mr. ewlen, from the committee on conan 
and manufactures, reported a bill for erectip, a 
light house on the west chop of Holmes. Hole i 
Masssachusetts ; also a bill to increase the duty od 
iron imported in bars and bolts ; and a bill for the 
relief of Anthony Buck. 

Mr. Hall from the committee appointed on the 
subject, reported a bill authorizing t’+- payment of 
money to the State of Georgia, under the articles 
of agreement and cession between thiat State and 
the United States. | 

Mr. Pickering, from the committee to whom 
had been referred the memorial of the American 
society for colonizing the free people of colour ix 
the United States, made a report thereon, accom. 
panied by a joint resolution concerning the aboli.’ 
tion of the trafic in slaves and colonizing the free 
people of colour, on the continent of Africa. 

Which bills and resolution were severally read 
and committed. J 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee yesterday ap. 


| pointed on the subject, reported the following re- 


solution, which was read, considered, and agreed 
to by the House. 

« Resolved, ‘That the two Houses shall assemble 
in the chamber of the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday next at twelve o’clock : that two per- 
sons be appointed tellers on the part of this 
tiousc, to make a list of the votes as they shall be 
delivered: that the result shall be delivered to 
the President of the Senate, who shall announce 
the state of the votes, and the persons elected to 
the two Houses assembled as aforesaid, which 
shall be deemed.a declaration of the persons elect- 
ed President and Vice President, and, together 
with a list of the votes, be entered on the journals 
of the two Houses.” 

Mr. Jackson and Mr. Pitkin were appointed tel- 
Jers on the part of this House. 

On motion of Mr. jackson, 

Ordered, That when the members of the Senate 
appcar to-morrow, in the chamber of this House, 
the President shall be conducted to the chair of 
the Speaker; and that the clerk of this House in- 
form the Senate of thesc proceedings. 

On motion of Mr. Kilbourn the committee on the 
post-office and post-roads were instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing post 
routes from Granville to Columbus, from London 
to Springficld, and from Newark by New Lebanon 
to Lancaster, in Chie. 

Mr. Williams cffered the following resolution, 
for consideration : 

* Resolved, Vhat the committee of ways and 
means be instructcd to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of repealing so much of the act of Congress, 
passed at the jast session, as prohibits distillers who 
have obtained a heense, from retailing a less quat- 
trty of spirits than one gallon.” asia 
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Vot. 1.—1817.] 


ise agreed, ayes 62, nays 60, to consider 
the resolution, when © 


The Hou 


The question on staying the resolution was 
i: > a large majority. 
negatives oy of Mr. Aenanion, the committee of 
ees and manufactures were instructed to 
poe into the expediency of so altering the re- 
a ws, as not to oblige the vessels navigating 
Mersey unplain, to enter and take a clearance at 
Poe stom houses in the district of Champlain, in 
woe te of New-York, und the district of Ver- 
te, where goods are to be landed in each dis- 
, motion of Mr. Wilde the committee on the 
were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
iency of allowing to the judge of the sixth cir- 

t court of the United States, a sum equal to the 
Shas of the judge of the district court of South- 
Carolina, for the term of one year, during which 
time the said circuit judge was compelled by law 
to perform the duties of the judge of the said dis- 
Ca apaber laid before the House a letter 
from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting 
the annual statements of the amounts collected 
under the several acts laying direct taxes, &c. to- 

ther with the amount of compensation allowed 
to the officers employed in the collection thereof; 
and also, the compensation received by the prin- 
cipal and assistant assessors ; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. : 

The bill providing forthe reimbursement of mo- 
neys paid br the ransom of American captives 
from the Indians, was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. : : 

The House then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Condict in the chair, on 
the bill appropriating 340,000 dollars for the relief 
of certain sufferers on the Niagara frontier, in the 
late war; Mr. Archer’s motion to amend the bill 
go as to include the losses on the Chesapeake bay, 
being under consideration : 

Mr. Hungerford moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserting after Chesapeake bay, the 
words “ and its waters,” so as to include losses in 
the Northern Neck, &c, of Virginia. Mr. Archer 
received the amendment as a part of his motion. 

Mr. Clark, of New-York, required the reading 
of various documents, depositions, certificates, &c. 
illustrating and certifying the nature and character 
of the losses sustained by individuals on the Nia- 
gara frontier, and then entered into a defence of 
the claims of the said sufferers to relief. 

Mr. T. M. Nelson replied at length to Mr. Clark, 
arguing that no law existed for biileting troops in 
the houses of the citizens, or their occupation for 
military stores, &c. and that all such occupations 
were of course paid for ; which fact he also vouch- 
ed from his personal knowledge, and that the use 
of the houses referred to was not only paid for, 
but at an enormous rent. Mr. N. read sundry offi- 
cial letters, &c. to establish his views of the legal- 
lity of the claim of the sufferers, to the laws of 
war, ke. 

Mr. Pickering was opposed to the bill in any 
shape which it could assume, because Congress 
had already authorized a strict inquiry into all 
losses by the late war, and that the conflagration 
of the Niagara frontier was an act of retaliation 
for burning the town of Newark, which was unau- 
thorized in civil warfare, and unnecessary. 

Mr. Harrison defended the destruction of New- 
ark by the American troops, aud had 10 doubt 
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that, if Mr. Pickering was to view the situation of 
that town, and its relation to fort Niagara, he 
would approve the burning of it ; and Mr. H. was 
willing to stake his military reputation on the pro- 
priety of that measure, as a military one which 
every military man would sanction. 

Mr. Pickering replicd, that the destruction of 
Newark was alleged to be in defence of Fort 
George and not Fort Niagara. 

Mr. Archer again supported his amendment, 
and replied to the arguments. of those who con- 
demned the burning of Newark, which he said 
was done with a double view of defending Fort 
George, and ultimately Fort Niagara. 

The question was at length taken on Mr. Ar- 
cher’s motion, and decided in the negative. 

After going through the bill, and'making some 
immaterial ainendments— 

Mr. Forsyth moved the amendment he yester. 
day suggested, to strike out the first section of the 
bill, and insert in lieu therecf the appropriation 
of a million of dollars, &c. 

The question was taken thereon without debate, 
and decided in the negative without division. 

Mr. Forsyth then, as he doubted whether this 
bill, after all the time it should consume, had a 
majority in its favor, and for the purpose, there- 
fore, of saving time, by at once trying the sense of 
the House on it—moved to strike out the first sec- 
tion—in effect to destroy it. 

This motion was negatived by a considerable 
majority ; when ; 

‘The coramittee rose and reported the bill to the 
House. 





FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
FOREIGN, 


From New-York, we derive the information that 
London dates have been received there to the 
21st November, which afford but few interesting 
articles. The most important are the following. 

London, Nov. 21.—The Madrid Gazette of the 
28th ult. states that the government of Spain: is 
about to send to the American Republic a Spanish 
Genera] on a special mission ; the purpose is to 
demand explanations from the United States, res- 
pecting the support given to the South American 
patriots. 

Letters From St. Pierres, Martinique, of the 3d 
January, mention shocks of Earthquakes having 
been felt there on the 9th and 23d of December— 
700 troops arrived there from France on the 2d 
Jan. ‘he fever still raging. Flour $20 ; Indian 
corn $9 per barrel, say 3 1-8 bushels. 

Extracis of letters from Naples. 

* On our arrival at Naples the government ex- 
pected nothing else than an attack. . Transports 
were sent for additional forces, which returned 
full of troops, convoyed by a 74 and some frigates. 
Yet the people seemed to like us-very much, for 
the first boat that went ashore was received by a 
great crowd, crying ‘ huzza, bona America.’ 

* Our ship answers our expectations—she sails 
remarkably well, and is very stiff. ‘here are se- 
veral English and Dutch 74’s and 80’s. here—the 
Washington looks like a picture among them. 

“While we lay at Messina the Princess of Wales 
arrived there in a merchant ship from Egypt. Our 
commanders all went to pay their respécts, and 
Captain Perry serenaded her with his band. She 








; was compeiled to leave.the place without going 
‘on shore, as the ship could not obtain pratique. 
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“ There was a considerable disturbance at the 
theatre last evening, on account of some American | 
citizens not taking their hats off when they play- 
ed ‘God save the king.’ Our officers that were 
present all rose and took off their hats; on which 
the music struck up ‘ Hail Columbia,’ when all the 
company in the house rose and took off their 
hats; which was highly honorable to both parties. 

“ Last evening Governor Don gave a ball to the 
officers of the American and Dutch fleets, and on 
Thursday next Lady Don gives a ball to the ofh- 
cers of the United States’ ship Washington.” 

It appears from the French papers that the free 
circulation of grain has been obstructed in some 


on account of partial fears of dearth in their par- 
ticular districts. The minister of the interior has, 
in consequence, issued a circular to the prefects, 
strictly prohibiting all such obstructions or re- 
strictions, as preventing the abundance of one 
district from supplying the deficiencies of another. 
The circular states that every necessary measure 
had been taken to prevent the conveyance of 
grain out of the country, either by sea or land. 
DOMESTIC. 

Edward Wyer, Esq. late Consul at Riga, has 
been appointed Consul of the U.S. at Hamburg. 

Isaac H. Williams, Esq. is elected Governor of 
New-Jersey, in the place of Mahlon Dickerson, 
Esq. lately appointed Senator to Congress. 

Nicholas Van Dyke, Esq. has becn chosen, by 
the Legislature of Delaware, a Senator of the 
United States for six years, commencing from the 
4th of March next, vice Mr. Wells. 

Wm. C.C. Claiborne, Esq. has been duly elect- 
ed by both houses of the legislature of Louisiana, 
senator to congress, in the room of J. Brown, Esq. 

The election has recently taken place in Mass- 
achusetts for the five Congressional Districts in 
which, owing to scattered votes, there had been no 
election.. Zabdiel Sampson, republican, is clected 
from Plymouth district, now represented by a 
federalist. In Essex North, there is again no 
choice, and the same is expected of the 4th and 6tb 
Eastern districts. From Barnstable nothing defini- 
tive has been heard. 

Ata meeting of the directors of the branch 
bank of the United States, in this city, on Feb. 6, 
Richard Cutts, Esq. was unanimously elected pre- 
sident of the bank. 

Ata meeting on Saturday, Feb. 8, James Pavid- 
son, Esq. was appointed teller, Hichmond Johnson, 
book-keeper, Wm. B. Williams, disecrmt clerk, 
and Michael Nourse, notary to the bank. 

George Newton, Esq. is appointed president of 
the branch bank of the United States at Norfolk. 
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Exiract of a letter from a gentleman at St. Louis, on 
the Missouri, dated Dec. 23, 1816. t 
“The crops here have been abundant, and}; 
quality very fine ; wheat weighs from 62 to 66 lbs. |! 
per bushel. Ccrn is very yellow and hard; some 
present prices here are, corn 374 and wheat $1) 
per bushel. ; 
“ This country is rapidly settling, and from the 
fertility of its soil must soon make the indusvious |} 
furmer rich. 
“ 4 farmer in this vicinity actually cut 700 bush- || 
els of wheat without sowing one grain: tlic scat- |! 
terings from the preceding harvest seeded the |; 
ground so as to produce the above crop.” 
Saving Banks —Noab Brown and others, of the | 
city of New-York, having formed an establishment | 
under the above title in that city, for the purpose |} 
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of receiving, on deposit, small sums of 
from the labouring class, have petitioned the legs 
lature of that State for an act of inco: A ag 
The object of this bank is to encoy ion 
bouring poor who are able to earn somethin — 
than may meet the demands of their cuvedloae 
sities whilst in health, to lay up a small mp 
their earnings, until it shall increase to = se 
sufficient to be turned to some useful Purpose j 
commencing a small business, or to provide a fund 
on which to draw in the day of sickness 
Interesting fact—On the 7th instant, a famil 
of eight persons reached New-York, on their mg 


| gratory passage from the District of Mai 
parts of France by the local authorities—probablv | nome 


more tertile soil of ‘'ennessee. The m; 
entered the city and passed the chiara they 
as to awaken curiosity and sympathy in the citi 

“ The father, about 45 years of age with meg 
nest countenance, somewhat de ressed by fati ‘ 
drew ahand cart, containing all his effects = 
tels, and provisions, and two children of an a 
too feeble to travel; behind followed the elde 
children and the wife, bearing in her arms a roby : 
infant seven months old. In this manner the had 
already travelled more than 400 miles au had 
yet to pertorm about double that distance. Th 
circumstance drew crowds in their train on 
reaching the corner of Pearl and Water streets, 
their progress was fairly impeded. We were 
however, much gratified at the liberality of the 
citizens, who contnibuted in a manner that will 
enable the emigrants to pursue their journey with 
lighter hearts; their whole appearance will ensure 
tiem hospitality on the route.” 

‘The same family, having started on their jour- 
ney next morning, were again surrounded by a 
crowd at the junction of Pearl and Water-streets 
and were again presented with money to sw port 
and cheer them on their journey. One gentleman 
gave a ¢en and another a tweniy dollar note. 


Official statement of the Votes for President and 
Vice President. 





[Presia’e.| Viee President, 
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